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Potentates Message 
 
Dear Nobles and Ladies, 
 
It is hard to believe that we are already halfway through the year. 
Looking back over the second quarter, I can’t help but be proud of 
everything we’ve accomplished together. Whether you’ve attended an 
event, volunteered your time, or simply supported Suez Shriners in your 
own way, thank you. Every contribution helps make our Temple 
stronger. 
 

One of the highlights of the quarter was traveling to Austin for the Texas 
Shrine Association Summer Ceremonial, graciously hosted by Ben Hur 
Shriners. As always, it was a wonderful weekend filled with fellowship, 
laughter, and the traditions that make our fraternity so special. We 
enjoyed watching the Oriental Bands and the Directors Staff 
competitions, but one of the most exciting moments was seeing the 

Directors Staff once again hold a Nobles-only meeting and perform the traditional “cold stunts.” It had 
been several years since that had taken place, and it was great to see that tradition return. Hopefully, 
before long, Suez Shriners will once again be participating at TSA with our new motor unit Chitty Chitty 
fast motor club from down at the Brownwood Shrine club. These guys have gone a long way to create that 
motor unit and we are certainly glad and proud of them.  

Shortly afterward, many of us traveled to Tampa, Florida, to attend the 152nd Shriners International 
Imperial Session. I want to personally thank every Noble and Lady who made the trip. It was wonderful 
seeing Suez Shriners so well represented. During the business sessions, delegates considered several 
important matters affecting the future of our fraternity. Just as meaningful, however, was the opportunity 
to visit with Nobles from across North America and around the world. Those conversations remind us 
that while we serve our local communities, we are all united by one purpose—supporting the incredible 
work of Shriners Children’s and providing hope to children and their families. 
 
Here at home, our Temple continues to stay active. Our units and clubs remain the heartbeat of Suez 
Shriners, proudly representing our Temple throughout West Texas. Thank you to everyone who continues 
to participate, attend meetings, and support our activities. The fellowship we enjoy is one of the greatest 
benefits of being a Shriner, and I encourage each of you to stay involved and invite others to join us. 
 
Membership continues to be one of my highest priorities. Every one of us knows a Master Mason who 
would make an outstanding Shriner. Sometimes all it takes is a personal invitation. If each Noble 
introduced just one prospective member to our fraternity, imagine the difference it could make—not just 
for Suez Shriners, but for the children whose lives are changed through our philanthropy. Just as 
importantly, let’s continue reaching out to those members we haven’t seen in a while. A phone call, a 
handshake, or an invitation to dinner before a stated meeting can remind a fellow Noble that he is 
missed, and always welcome. 
 
I also want to express my sincere appreciation to everyone who volunteers during our fundraising events. 
These activities require countless hours of preparation and teamwork, and your willingness to serve never 



goes unnoticed. Every successful fundraiser helps strengthen our Temple and allows us to continue 
supporting our mission. 
 
Before I close, I would like to pause and remember two dear members of our Shrine family. 
 
On July 22, we lost Noble Ricky Donaldson, and on July 24, we lost Noble Jeremy Bolduc. Their passing 
has left a void in our Temple, and they will both be greatly missed. Please keep their families and loved 
ones in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time. May we honor their memories by continuing 
the fellowship and service they so faithfully exemplified. 
 
Looking ahead, our next major fundraiser is our Annual Gun Show, which will be held at the Suez Shrine 
Temple on August 14 and 15. This event is one of the most important fundraisers we conduct each year, 
and it takes the help of many volunteers to make it successful. If you have a few hours to spare, please 
come and help. Whether it’s admissions, concessions, setup, cleanup, parking, or wherever you’re 
needed, we’ll find a place for you. Your willingness to serve is what makes Suez Shriners successful. 
 
We will also be conducting our Five-Gun Giveaway during the event. Five 1911-style pistols will be 
awarded at the conclusion of the gun show. Tickets are $100 each, and only a limited number are 
available. If you would like to purchase a ticket or have any questions, please contact me or Noble Carl 
Shanks. Once the tickets are gone, they’re gone, so don’t wait too long if you’d like to participate. 

Shriners Night out will be September 19, 2026, at the Blue Agave Cattle Company in Blackwell Texas. 
Please let me know if you can help. This has always been a fun time for Suez and I want to see it continue.  
 
As your Potentate, my goal remains simple: to strengthen our Temple through membership, fellowship, 
participation, and unity. We may not always agree on every issue, but we are all bound together by 
something much greater than ourselves. Our mission is to support Shriners Children’s, provide hope to 
children and their families, and leave Suez Shriners stronger than we found it. 
 
Thank you for the confidence you have placed in me to serve as your Potentate. It is truly one of the 
greatest honors of my Masonic journey. Susan and I appreciate your friendship, your encouragement, and 
your continued support. We look forward to seeing each of you at our upcoming events. 
 
Until then, may God bless each of you, your families, and Suez Shriners. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Steven T. Shepard 
Potentate, Suez Shriners 

 

 

 

 

 

Potentate Steven Shepard 

& Lady Susan at Imperial 

Session in Tampa FL 



 



2026                                                                                                                                                                                                   Page 5 

 

Chief Rabban 

Greetings from the Imperial Shrine Session in Tampa 

Florida.  

Lady Tammy and I have had a fantastic time meeting new 

friends and renewing friendships from past sessions. I was 

elected to the position of Colonel of the International 

Association of Shrine Provost. I appreciate my fellow nobles 

having faith in my leadership and honoring me with this 

position. We had great fellowship with many people from around the United States 

and the World. But as always, the greatest times were had with Illustrious Sir Steve 

and his lovely Lady Susan as well as the other nobles and ladies from Suez. What a 

wonderful family we have! Lady Tammy and I are on our way back to Texas as I 

write this.  

I wanted to take this opportunity to remind everyone that Suez has the gun show 

coming up on August 15 & 16. We will need help setting up tables on Thursday the 

13th. Friday the 14th will be vendor move in day. We could use strong 

backs/muscles to help on Friday. Saturday and Sunday will be days when the show 

is open to the public. We need lots of help - - taking money at the door, securing 

guns coming in the door, security eyes on the floor, giving vendors breaks, etc. 

Please make plans to come out and help if possible. 

 I want to shine a light on the Chitty Chitty Fez Fez Unit out of Brownwood. Hats 

off to you, guys! They are doing an outstanding job getting the Shrine name out in 

public. They have won parade awards with their new cars and did a fantastic job 

giving out hot dogs on the 4th of July celebration in Early, Texas. Way to go guys 

and ladies!!!  

Carl Shanks 

Chief Rabban 
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