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Potentates Message 

Dear Nobles and Ladies 

What a great summer we are having so far! We are halfway through the 

year, and things are going to be getting busy at Suez. The Divan traveled to 

Tyler for TSA and Suez was well represented. The Provost unit had a great 

shoot bringing home second place. Congratulations!       

 Then it was off to Atlanta GA. for the Imperial session.  We had a large 

group of Past Potentates in attendance with our Divan. High Priest & 

Prophet Carl Shanks team won second in Bullseye. Then he received High 

Divan in Bullseye, High Open Sight and High Overall Skill Builder, while 

Lady Tammy Shanks won first in Ladies Bullseye and First in Skill Builder.  

WOW, Congratulations! The Provost Unit has always made Suez proud.                                                                                                                                          

 I want to send out a challenge to ask what’s your WHY? Why are you a Shriner? Why do more nobles NOT 

participate and where are they? We need to reach out to that Shriner friend and start the conversation as to why? 

We need to get back to all the fun that we used to have and start participating in more of what the Temple is 

doing. Let me or a Divan member know of any ideas you might have to bring back the Nobility or to get new 

people. The time is now. Reach out and see what YOU can do.  

We have been doing some remodeling on the temple to better utilize the space for events. We removed all the 

seat in the mosque earlier this year and made an entry way to utilize both spaces better.  The Gun and Knife 

show August 23 and 24, will be twice the size as before. We are asking for volunteers. If you can help set up 

tables, help serve food, or just being here please give me or Carl Shanks a call.  

Then Shriners Night out is right around the corner on September 20 at The Blue Agave in Blackwell. We have 

silent and live auction items for this fundraiser. We will need as many volunteers as possible for this event. Let 

me know if you can help, my number is 325-450-3928 

Fez-Tival trees is November 22-29 at Suez Temple. If you know of someone who would like to be a Tree 

sponsor or just like to donate or would like to volunteer please give Shelly Bunnell a call at the Temple,       

325-949-0551. 

The Divan will start making their club visits starting at the Heart of Texas on August 19th. We still have a lot to 

do to get ready for the fall.  I hope to see you at the next stated meeting, and I hope everyone is having a great 

summer.  

Yours in the Faith,  

Josh Scott 
Josh Scott 

Potentate 
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Recorder 
 
   Since becoming your Recorder in January 2024 this will be my first 

communication with you in the “Scribblings”. The opportunity to 

serve the Suez Shriners again after being Potentate in 2022 is truly an 

Honor and a Privilege. While the job has interesting twists and turns 

it also has its rewards and hopefully successes. Getting to work with 

our Temple Staff and Board of Directors is only compared to working 

with a family. This family dedicates itself to serving this Temple’s 

organizational, financial, and structural needs that hopefully will 

allow it to flourish into the future.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to answer some questions that I 

have received from Nobility. As we all know, dues are an annual 

membership commitment made by all Shriners. The question that is 

often asked “Does Shriners International Offer Endowment 

Memberships like Blue Lodges do” The answer is no. Shriners International does not offer an Endowment 

Membership, however Suez Shiners does offer a Lifetime Membership to our Temple. A Lifetime Suez 

Membership, like the Endowment, is an investment into the future. When a Noble invests in a Lifetime 

Membership (LM) those funds are directly deposited into our Lifetime Membership Fund, which is an 

investment account handled by our Investment Brokers at Woodruff Wealth Management. As stated in our 

Policies and Procedures manual, a purchase may be granted upon receipt of 20 times the Temple dues if over 

the age of 55, or 30 times the Temple dues if under the age of 55. This purchase does not include the Hospital 

Assessment, or the Per Capita Assessment required by Shriners International. Please note a Lifetime 

Membership is not transferable to another Temple. You can also purchase a Permanent Contributing 

Membership (PCM), which is for the Hospital Assessment and a Permanent Contributing Life Membership 

(PCLM), which is for the Per Capita assessment, which goes to Shriners International. If you purchase all three 

of these memberships, you would be considered a Total Life Member (TLM).  

 

Here is another question I received. “When a new member joins Suez Shriners are the Temple dues amount the 

same all year or are they prorated”. As per our policies and procedures manual the Proportionate amount is as 

follows:  

January 1- March 31, 100%  

April 1-June 31, 75%  

July 1-September 30, 50%  

October 1-December 31, 25%  

(Please note that the prorated amounts do not include Per Capita or Hospital Assessments)  

 

One last question I have received is an important one. “What does it mean when you see the term Prerequisite 

Body”. You, as a Shriner, are required to be a Master Mason in good standing with your Blue Lodge. Failure to 

be in good standing can be grounds for suspension to the Shrine.  

 

These and other questions can be discussed by contacting me anytime. Thanks again for allowing me to serve as 

your Temple Recorder. 

 

Yours in the Faith,  

Joel Lemley P.P. 
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