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Potentates Message 
 

Dear Nobles and Ladies 

It’s been a very busy year so far and we are only getting started. Suez 

attended the Madri Gras parade in Galveston in March and it was a 

blast. This year was the largest parade they ever had there, and it 

should only get bigger. Everyone should really try and make one.     

We had a hospital tour, and it was very eye-opening for me. Shriners 

say all the time that we are having fun to support the Hospitals, but 

when you take a tour, it will astound you get to see how advanced the 

technology has come. Makes me even prouder to be a Shriner.  

If you have not been to the Temple in a while, you need to come by 

and see what our volunteers have done. The front offices have been 

remodeled, and the recorder’s office is next, and the Mosque has some 

updates to it. All the red seats have been taken out to help make the 

building more usable for our many functions. This will allow us to double our usable space and be able to hold more 

functions in the future.  

The Potentates ball was a success! There were a lot of people that attended; shriners and even non-masons enjoyed the 

night with casino games, auctions, and dancing.  Lady Marilyn hit it out of the park with the theme and worked hard to 

make it a Success. We can’t say Thank You enough to Stacey Smith, Valerie Twombly, Shelly Bunnell and all the 

volunteers that helped make this happen. I want to Thank our VIP sponsors; Nolan County Shrine Club, PP Tim Dillon & 

Lady Nancy, PP Kim Williamson & Lady Julie, PP Sheldon Claborn & Lady Lindy, and to the Concho Shrine Club for 

their TWO table sponsors. Support like this makes these events possible. 

We get a little breather in April and May then off to Tyler for TSA in June; then to Imperial in July at Alanta GA. The 

Temple will be dark in July and will pick back up in August with the Gun & Knife Show, Shriners Night out in September, 

Ceremonial in October and Fez-Tival of Trees in November.  

If you are still not getting emails from the Temple on upcoming events, stated meetings, fundraisers, etc., please contact 

the temple. We go through a program called Constant Contact, so check your spam box / junk mail to make sure it isn’t 

going to be one of these. At our stated meetings, Lady Marilyn is inviting all ladies to a social with special cocktails, along 

with fun and games. You don’t know what you’re missing, not attending the Stated Meetings. Bring a friend, see some old 

ones and make some new ones. We are all looking forward to the great things to 

come this year.  

Yours In the Faith,  

Josh Scott 

       Potentate 
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Chief Rabban 
 

The Potentate Ball and Casino Night was a fantastic event! A big thank you to 

Illustrious Sir Josh and Lady Marilyn for planning such an incredible evening. 

Everyone seemed to have a great time, and it was a fun fundraiser for Suez. Events 

like these that strengthen our bonds and showcase the true spirit of our fraternity. 

 

Membership Recruitment & Retention 

 As we look to the future, growing and retaining our membership is essential. Here 

are some strategies we should consider: 

 

Recruitment Strategies: 

    1.    Invite Prospective Members to Events – Hosting open events like social nights, family days, or meet-and-greet    

gatherings can help introduce potential members to our fraternity. 

    2.    Mentorship Program – Pairing new members with experienced Nobles can help them feel welcomed, engaged, and 

supported. 

    3.    Engage Younger Generations – Using social media, community service projects, and networking opportunities can 

attract younger members. 

    4.    Family-Oriented Activities – Planning events that involve spouses and children can make joining more appealing. 

    5.    Increase Public Awareness – Participating in parades, community events, and charitable projects can boost visibility 

and attract interest. 

 

Retention Strategies: 

    1.    Make Members Feel Valued – Recognizing contributions and keeping members engaged in meaningful roles helps 

maintain interest. 

    2.    Regular Outreach – Checking in with inactive members can help re-engage them and show they are valued. 

    3.    Offer a Variety of Activities – Providing a mix of social events, charitable work, and leadership opportunities 

ensures there’s something for everyone. 

    4.    Encourage Leadership Development – Giving members 

opportunities to take on responsibilities helps them stay 

committed and invested. 

    5.    Support Members with Financial Concerns – Offering 

payment plans or financial assistance for dues can help retain 

members who may be struggling. 

 

Let’s start the conversation—what ideas do you think would 

work best for our Shrine?  

Yours in The Faith,  

Steven T. Shepard 

Chief Rabban  
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Ziphron Temple No. 100 Daughters of the Nile 
March Update 

 

Early 2025 has been filled with plenty of excitement and activity for Ziphron Temple No. 100. 
 
On Thursday, January 30, 2025, Past Queen Carolyn Milton of 
Ziphron Temple No. 100 attended the annual East-West Shrine Bowl 
in Dallas, Texas. During the event, she had the chance to meet Alec 
Cabacungan, a well-known advocate featured in Shriners Children's 
commercials, along with Past Supreme Queen Vickie Tabor Hill. 
They are pictured at the right, from left to right. 
 
On Saturday, February 1, 2025, Ziphron Temple No. 100 hosted our 
annual Game Day, a fundraising tradition since 1977. Guests from 
San Angelo and neighboring areas enjoyed a delightful continental 
breakfast and a homemade lunch. The day was filled with lively 
competition, featuring seven tables of bridge, six tables of Mahjong, 
and an enthusiastic group of Bunco players. 
 
On Saturday, March 1, 2025, Ziphron Temple No. 100 hosted our 
annual Queen’s Tea in honor of Queen Nancy Harris, pictured at the 
right. The event was a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the 
achievements of 2024-2025 and to express our gratitude for Queen 
Nancy's leadership and dedication throughout her reign. 
 
The following weekend on Saturday, March 8, 2025, Ziphron Temple 
No. 100 held its annual Installation of Officers, when the following 
fourteen new officers were installed: 
Queen Suzanne Gates 
JPQ, Nancy Harris 
Pr. Royal, PQ Debbie Vanadore 
Pr. Banker, Nancy Keister 
Pr. Chaplain, Barbara Wright 
Lady of the Gates, Tommie Self 
Lady of the Keys, Edie Deichmann 
Pr. Nydia, Fran Grogan 
Pr. Zulieka, Terri Tedford 
Pr. Zenobia, Karen Wilson 
Pr. Zora, PQ Ann Leach 
Pr. Zuliema, Grace Vanadore 
Pr. Musician, PQ Jerri Young 
Attendant, Janiece Stephenson 

L-to-R, back row: Pr. Janiece Stephenson, PQ Jerri Young, Pr. Nancy Keister, PQ Debbie 
Vanadore, Queen Suzanne Gates, JPQ Nancy Harris, Pr. Barbara Wright, Pr. Edie Diechmann, Pr. 
Tommie Self. L-to-R, front row: Pr. Fran Grogan, Pr. Terri Tedford, Pr. Karen Wilson, PQ Ann Leach, 

Pr. Grace Vanadore 



Ziphron Temple No. 100 Daughters of the Nile 
March Update 

With over 80 attendees, Illustrious Sir Josh Scott, Potentate of Suez Shrine 
Temple, addressed the gathering, extending greetings and encouraging 
collaboration between the two organizations in the upcoming year.  He is 
pictured at the far left, alongside Queen Suzanne (L-to-R: Queen Suzanne, 
Illustrious Sir Josh).   

Additionally, Noble Bob Rogers, Vice-Chairman of the Texas Hospital Board of  
Governors, shared greetings and provided an update on recent hospital 
developments, including the opening of the new San Angelo Clinic in February.  
He is pictured at the near left with Queen Suzanne (L-to-R: Queen Suzanne, 
Noble Bob). 
 
As the newly installed Queen, I introduced our threefold focus for the 

upcoming year, symbolized by the letters E – F – G.   
• ENJOY: Daughters of the Nile was formed in 1913 with the purpose of fostering friendships 

and social connections.  While philanthropy for Shriners Children’s became part of our 
mission a decade later, it is important to honor our roots as a social organization. 

• FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY: It is vital to raise sufficient funds to keep our temple operational 
while managing expenses effectively.  This ensures we can continue supporting the Daughters 
of the Nile Foundation, where 100% of contributions directly benefit Shriners Children’s.  
Supporting Shriners Children’s has been central to our mission since 1924. 

• GROW: Our third goal is to expand our impact by increasing membership and raising 
community awareness about the Daughters of the Nile and its mission. 

 
Following the ceremony, the attendees enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by the Suez Roadkill 
Cookers.  The menu featured roast beef, mashed potatoes, green beans, and a choice of 
delightful chocolate desserts.  It was a perfect finishing touch to the special afternoon. 
 
I am excited about the year ahead as we work together to strengthen our temple and the 
partnership with the Nobles of Suez Temple and their Ladies.  This collaboration promises great 
opportunities for shared growth and success of our two organizations. 
 
Sincerely, 

Queen Suzanne 

 

 



 


