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Potentates Message 

  As we conclude the first quarter of the year, it is important to pause and reflect on the 

progress we have made and the momentum we continue to build. The early months of this 

year have been marked by strong participation, renewed energy, and forward-thinking 

initiatives that position Suez Shrine for continued success. 

 

Riding for Cash Bull Bash: 

 

   In February, we hosted our inaugural Riding for Cash Bull Bash—an event that proved to be 

both highly enjoyable and financially successful for our organization. I extend my sincere 

appreciation to every Noble, volunteer, sponsor, and attendee who contributed to making this 

event possible. 

 

The enthusiasm and fellowship displayed throughout the Bull Bash were unmistakable. While 

we no longer host the Shrine circus, this event captured much of that same spirit—bringing 

excitement, community engagement, and a shared sense of purpose back to Suez Shrine. It is 

clear that we have the opportunity to build this into a signature annual event that supports both 

our mission and our presence in the community. 

 

TSA Mid-Winter Conference & Summer Ceremonial Outlook: 

 

   Also in February, we attended the TSA Mid-Winter Conference in Austin, where our Divan joined leadership from Temples across Texas. This 

conference serves as an important opportunity to collaborate, exchange ideas, and receive guidance and direction from Imperial on rules, regulations, 

and best practices. 

 

   Beyond the business of the conference, Mid-Winter also reinforces the value of fellowship and shared leadership across our state. These 

connections strengthen our ability to lead effectively and ensure that Suez Shrine remains aligned with the broader goals of the fraternity. 

 

   Looking ahead, we are preparing for the TSA Summer Ceremonial in June, which will again be held in the Austin area. This event provides a 

meaningful opportunity to support our units as they compete and represent Suez Shrine with pride. 

 

   We would like to recognize the Provost Guard, an active and dedicated unit that has consistently participated in TSA events. Their continued 

involvement and commitment reflect positively on our Temple, and we look forward to seeing them compete at the Provost Guard Shoot this 

summer. 

 

New Unit Initiative: Chitty Chitty Fez Fez Motor Corps: 

 

   In March, during our Board of Directors meeting, we were approached by the Brownwood Shrine Club with an exciting proposal to establish a new 

unit—the “Chitty Chitty Fez Fez Motor Corps”. This initiative represents a revival of a motor corps tradition within Suez Shrine, and it is especially 

encouraging to see members take the lead in bringing this vision forward. The group has expressed interest in utilizing the ten small cars currently 

housed in Abilene and has already begun investing personally by acquiring additional miniature vehicles to support the unit. Their initiative, 

commitment, and willingness to invest in the future of Suez Shrine are commendable.  

 

While participation in this year’s TSA Summer Ceremonial may be premature, this effort positions us well to field a motor corps unit in future 

competitions—potentially as early as next year. We appreciate the leadership shown by the Brownwood Shrine Club and look forward to supporting 

the development of this new unit as it grows into a strong and visible part of our organization. 

 

   As we close out the first quarter, my Lady Susan and I would once again like to personally invite every Noble to attend our stated meetings at the 

Temple. These gatherings are where the true spirit of Suez Shrine comes together—where fellowship, fun, and our shared commitment to 

philanthropy meet with purpose. They are essential to who we are and how we continue to grow as an organization. Throughout the year, we will also 

be welcoming guest speakers from Shriners Hospitals, offering meaningful insight into the impact of our work and the lives we help change. These 

moments serve as a powerful reminder of why we do what we do. 

 

Every Noble is important. Every voice matters. Your presence, your ideas, and your participation are vital to the continued success of Suez Shrine. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Temple. 

Thank you. 

 

Steven T. Shepard 

Potentate Suez Shrine Temple 
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